This is a sample letter to request a chess scholarship from your local University. It is easiest to FAX this request so please call and find out the name, address and fax number of the person who can say YES to a chess scholarship request. After you copy and paste the letter to your word program, YOU MUST MAKE CHANGES TO THIS LETTER; IT IS  “NOT GOOD TO GO”. PLEASE ADD INFORMATION/MAKE CHANGES WHEREVER YOU LIKE AND YOU MUST CHANGE AREAS WHERE THERE ARE WORDS WRITTEN IN CAPITAL LETTERS!!!!!!!!!!!!!

You can attach a copy of the 2002 Winter issue of School Mates Magazine to your (snail mail) request, which would show a picture of framed Ole Miss chess scholarship winners, and a fun Scholastic chess tournament, Most importantly please add newspaper articles about your chess club, etc. that would be persuasive material for a committee to look at as they consider your chess scholarship request. There are many people trying to steal money from the kinder people who are donating it. You must present material that documents your legitimacy.

If you need assistance or support, I will be happy to try to help you. Call or write: Kelly Jacobs 662-429-4412 or KellitaJ@aol.com.

 Please let me know if you get a hit or a strike!

TODAY’S DATE

WHICH UNIVERSITY

MAILING ADDRESS

NAME OF HEAD-PERSON IN SCHOLARSHIP DEPARTMENT

TELEPHONE AND FAX NUMBERS


Dear NAME OF SCHOLARSHIP DEPT. CONTACT,


I am writing to request 2 Scholarships from your University for our upcoming Scholastic Chess Tournament for children from kindergarten through the 12th grade, which will be held on ENTER DATE. Perhaps you are not aware of the studies that have been done on children who regularly play chess which have concluded that chess makes kids smart?? You can view these studies at this web site: http://amchess.org/research/. 

I am writing you to request two chess scholarships because I wish to offer one for the top girl and one for the top boy of the HIGH SCHOOL section of our chess competition. We have few older girls who play chess; a separate award is to inspire them to never give up! I would like your help to encourage them to stick with chess by offering a scholarship one of them will win.

At this time there are only 19  Universities (that I know of ) that offer Scholarships for chess players: the University of Texas at Dallas (I'm told almost $100,000 in chess Scholarships per year!), Texas A&M University--Kingsville, Southwest Texas State University, Incarnate Word Academy, Corpus Christi, Del Mar College, University of Texas—Brownsville, Ole Miss (two $500. scholarships for the top boy & girl), Jackson State University in Jackson, MS,  Mississippi State University in Starkville, MS,   $1000 scholarships from Hawaii Pacific University & Chaminade University, HI,  Shimer College, IL, Kenyon College, Cleveland, Ohio, Tennessee Technical University (an annual scholarship award for the TN State HS champion: 4 years valued at $12,000), Rhode Island College, RI, Rose State College, OK, The University of Maryland at Baltimore and Harriet L. Wilkes Honors College of Florida Atlantic University . ( http://www.geocities.com/chess_camp/college_scholarships.html ) UTD is also offering on line certification in Chess and Education for teachers.  Two certificate Chess and Education On-Line courses are available for three credit hours undergraduate or graduate courses leading to certification in Chess. The Program Director is Dr. Tim Redman <redman@utdallas.edu>. If you would like to more about their amazing program offered on the Internet, here is the link: http://chessweb.utdallas.edu .

There are many reasons why your University would benefit from offering any amount of a scholarship to the winner of our chess tournament. I base this statement upon the benefits I understand UTD is now enjoying.  They have positively affected the grades and social habits in their community by promoting chess, which has resulted in a huge increase in Texan chess playing children and chess clubs. Each year, UTD has increased the number of Scholarships offered, so they must be happy with the quality of dedicated problem solving scholars they have attracted with chess scholarships. They have been able to reach out to their community in a positive manner, encouraging thinking and problem solving chess tournaments. In return those accelerated thinkers are now forming a deeper pool of qualified candidates for UDT, whom they hear about at their local and National chess tournaments. Turning youngsters sights towards their future University is something parents and the Admissions department all hope for, even if they do not have a scholarship. 

UTD gave notice, to every school in their state, that the complex game of chess, which studies have proven increases a students ability to score higher in math, English and science tests, is something they whole heartedly support, and you can too. If there were more chess players in our community the pool of students wishing to continue their education after graduation would have the enviable skills of excellent problem solving and would be most interested in studying math and science, which benefits your University. There are some Universities that have chess clubs that compete, but I am not trying to set up a chess club in your college, I’m interested in having our smart chess playing kids all go to your college, graduate and become wonderful wage earners in our community.

IN THIS PARAGRAPH WRITE A LITTLE ABOUT YOUR CHESS CLUB/SCHOOL/EVENT. HOW MANY ENTRANTS ARE YOU EXPECTING? HOW MANY TROPHIES WILL YOU AWARD? HOW WILL THE TOURNAMENT BE ADVERTISED? DO YOU HAVE A WEB PAGE? DO YOU OR YOUR STATE CHESS ASSO. HAVE A TAX EXEMPT ID NUMBER? (Include the number for their tax person, if you do not have one perhaps you can use the number of your State Chess Asso. Or another chess club who can be a co-host of your chess tournament. ) WILL THE UNIVERSITIES NAME BE ADVERTISED ANYWHERE ON YOUR WEB PAGE OR ANY PLACE ELSE?

Please note that the winner(s) of your scholarship award might not be a 12th grade player so I might need you to be able to reserve the Scholarship for a few years until the winner graduates from High School.
The majority of our chess tournament players are 4th-6th grade boys and most of them will stop playing chess by the 7th grade. Not everyone can win, and all of that losing is very hard on the ego, but win or lose, the mind is still sharpened by chess playing so I do not want them to quit!  I think a chess Scholarship would encourage our local chess players to stick with chess, and we would be offering this scholarship for those players who compete in our 9th-12th grade division.  We might even have to set parameters upon who can enter this section, as sometimes a very awesome 5th grader might “play up” and compete in the High School section. These details must be clearly agreed to between us and advertised to our contestants so there will not be any misunderstandings. Also there are times when we have competitors who are from out of state, and if they won they would have to meet your entry requirements.

The children who win the trophies have trained their minds to concentrate, and problem solve, and are some of the best students YOUR UNIVERSITY can obtain. All of the children who play chess LOSE hundreds of games, but still their minds have benefited from trying to solve the problem presented. The children have to master composure, planning and how to improvise, adapt and overcome complex problems. They are our future!

I hope YOUR UNIVERSITY is able to provide a Scholarship, or two,  this year for our annual Chess Tournament. I would be happy to award whatever scholarship you can provide, and of course the winner(s) of the scholarship will be told that they must meet all of your entry requirements. If you are unable to provide a scholarship at this time, I hope you will think of us when you make an application for a grant, which has community outreach requirements. Please reach out to us, there are always children in our neighborhood who would be inspired by your scholarship donation, and we are working every week to keep kids off the streets, playing chess and sharpening their minds.

Thank-you for your kind consideration for this request for: a chess Scholarship award for our Scholastic Chess Tournament.

Sincerely,

YOUR NAME

YOUR TITLE

YOUR ADDRESS

YOUR TELEPHONE

REMEMBER TO CHANGE ALL CAPITALIZED AREAS TO STRUCTURE THIS LETTER SPECIFICALLY TO YOUR CHESS TOURNAMENT AND UNIVERSITY!







